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SECTION I 
INTRODUCTION 



Background 

In his seminal work The Clash of Civilizations and the 
Remaking of World Order (1996), the Harvard political 
scientist Samuel Huntington reinvented Arnold Toynbee's 
understanding of history as driven not only by impersonal 
material structures— territory capital, population, and 
natural resources— but equally by interpersonal ide- 
ational structures. This perception seemed supported by 
empirical observation, and soon filled the intellectual and 
political lacunae which had attained particular salience in 
the wake of the implosion of Soviet-backed communism. 
Oftentimes, the reinstatement of religion— as the single 
most stable ideational structure in human history— was 
referred to as 'the revenge of God', but for social scientists 
and historians alike it became impossible to scientifically 
isolate the divine variable from terrestrial imperatives in 
the muddled socio-political praxes of earthlings. A casual 
observation, nonetheless, would suggest that discursive 
constructions about God (in politics, a short-hand for 
absolute truth) have been a necessary corollary to nearly all 
conflictual formations, from the substate to the transstate 
levels. The intensity of this linkage, and its constancy, is 
tested in this study 
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Objectives 

The present study attempts to quantify the human death 
toll of religious and political violence throughout the last 
two millennia and relating these to religio-cultural civiliza- 
tions. Adopting a modified version of Huntington's civiliza- 
tional taxonomy, the study progresses along the following 
lines: First, a comprehensive data list of over 3,000 violent 
clashes in history, 0-2008 ce was developed. We then pro- 
ceeded to identify 276 of the most violent conflicts in his- 
tory, all with estimated human death tolls over 10,000, and 
ranked them by death toll. The result was then organized 
along civilizational lines, in order to attain a comparative 
understanding of socio-religiously conditioned violence. 
The findings are represented in four tables, leading to a 
comparative evaluation of civilizational violence. 

Methodology 

The study has first produced an aggregate list of major 
violent conflicts in the last two millennia, incorporating 
four categories of violence, namely war, civil war, democide, 
and structural violence. This shows the extent to which vio- 
lence has been an almost universal form of 'doing politics' 
in all parts of the inhabited world for as long as history has 
been recorded. The study then proceeded to quantify the 
death tolls in the most violent episodes to produce a list of 
the most violent conflicts in the last two millennia. These 
conflicts were then organized along civilizational lines, 
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thereby quantitatively delineating the frequency of major 
conflict per civilization. Separately, we analyzed genocidal 
violence (which may have been part of war or democide in 
the first analysis) to seek to gauge the level of intensity of 
violence. 

DEFINITIONS 

Civilizations: The social construct of civilization denotes 
the historically conditioned and intersubjectively shared 
norms— cultural, religious and societal— whereby a 
substantial group of people develop a common cultural 
in-group identity by means of socialization, pacific interac- 
tion and isomorphism. Civilizations are aggregates of local 
and regional cultures and are bound by shared religious or 
ethical values. 

War: By war is understood large-scale acts of aggression 
and violence between two different (but equal) political 
units, such as states. According to Clausewitz's classic, On 
War, warfare has three dimensions: political objectives, 
strategy, and popular passion, whereas the equilibrium 
between the three (byway or the subordination of passion 
to the strategy and strategy to policy objectives) determines 
the success or otherwise of any mission. Quantitatively 
statisticians insist that the death toll must exceed 1,000 
direct deaths (combat related and collateral) in order for 
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an armed conflict to count as a war. Subcategories include 
interstate war, continental wars, colonial wars. 

Civil War: Civil war are systematized acts of violence 
perpetuated mutually by members of the same nation. By 
nation in turn is understood adherence to same ethno- 
linguist group or, in modern times, members of the same 
territorial state. Subcatagories include revolutions, rebel- 
lions, ethnic strife. 

Democide: Democide is meant to convey politically moti- 
vated murder by government forces or institutions. It can 
take collective forms (most notably in the form of genocide 
or lesser forms of mass-murder) or individual forms (such 
as the systematic liquidation of opposition figures or politi- 
cal/ethnic threats to the established order). Democide is, 
moreover, enacted not only in direct action but also in 
'Structural Violence'. 

Genocide: Genocide is a form of democide, where the 
aggressor aims to eliminate a substantial portion of an 
ethnic, linguistic, or religious group from a substantial 
territory. 

Structural Violence: As opposed to direct violence (direct 
physical harm), structural violence is a concept promoted 
by Scandinavian Peace Research to denote the violence 
perpetuated by malign structures— whether they be of 
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institutional or normative character (for example Apartheid 
as institution vs. racism as norm). Structural violence is thus 
the suffering which follows from exploitative or repressive 
forms of social or political organization. 



WORLD CIVILIZATIONS 



The social construct of 'civilization' conveys a meaning 
of common identity. This identity in turn, is entailed in 
shared social norms, societal values and cultural mores— all 
repeated iterated in public discourses and institutions of 
socialization. Organized religion, thus, emerges as the chief 
signifier of civilization, both directly (as the repository of 
identity and values) and indirectly (as shaper of institutions 
and discourses). While a 'civilization' is not coterminous 
with a religion, the latter is a necessary (but not sufficient) 
component of the former. Where religion is relatively 
homogenous (as in much of the Muslim world), we allow 
for the conceptualization of a single civilization in the name 
of Islam (or the umma, the Muslim body politic). Likewise, 
'associate' members of the Muslim civilization are found 
in Africa as well as Europe. The difference between a core 
member and an associate member of a civilization is the 
civilizational identity's location on a spectrum from con- 
testedness to hegemony. Likewise, some civilizations (as 
the Primal-Indigenous) may simply be a residual category, 
which lacks formal association and membership. 
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The following seven civilizations are suggested and their 
respective locales indicated: 



CIVILIZATION 
Antitheist 
Buddhist 
Christian 

Indie 
Islamic 

Primal-Indigenous 
Sink 



Communist block 

East Asia, parts of South Asia 

Europe, the Americas, 

parts of Africa 

India, Nepal, Mauritius 

Middle East, parts of Asia, 

parts of Africa 

Parts of Africa, the Americas 

before colonialism 

China, some neighbouring states 
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TABLE I: A DEATH-TOLL RANKING OF 
MAJOR VIOLENT CONFLICT (0-2008 Ce) 

A note on methodology: Estimating the death-toll of 
conflicts is often fraught with dangers that derive both 
from the absence of data as well as its (unreliability. 
Governments or other political groups often have vested 
interests in suppressing information or releasing partial or 
misleading information which either exaggerates or omits 
death figures. The problem is augmented by the longevity 
of the present study, as the reliability of information tends 
to deteriorate over time. We have in each case attempted 
to corroborate numbers from several sources and guessti- 
mated a reasonable range, supported by scholarly accounts. 
Although it generally holds true that the older the conflict, 
the less reliable the data, even recent events sometimes have 
death toll estimates that differ by a factor of 10 (for example 
Operation Desert Storm of 1991). Where possible, we 
have tried to narrow down the range, but on occasions the 
range has been set wide in order to accommodate diverse 
opinions and sources. A second-order problem arises from 
a monocausal allocation of blame for acts of political vio- 
lence, which often emerge out of complex historical and 
political antecedents. Here we have not classed all engaged 
parties as belligerent, but simply those who have initiated 
hostilities in a particular given event. In particular complex 
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cases, two or more parties have been deemed to be equally 
responsible (and the figure is tabulated by dividing by two, 
three or more as appropriate) . If a war is a colonial war, the 
colonizer or imperial power has by definition been classed 
as the belligerent power, and likewise in cases of democide, 
rebellions, revolts, and mutinies, the power-holder has by 
default been held responsible for any ensuing violence, 
unless the counter-hegemonic group has engaged in direct 
action against third parties (e.g. terror tactics). 



55,000,000-72,000,000 
44,500,000-77,000,000 



Three Kingdoms Wars (22l 
Soviet Reign (1923-1954) 



30,000,000-50,000,0 



if Ming China (1616-1662) 



Tai Ping Rebellion (China, 1 



20,000,000-50,000,000 



World War I (1914-1918) 



15,000,000-66,000,000 



Second Sino-Japanese War (1931-1' 



Conquests of Timur the Lime (1 



7,000,000-20,000,000 



Russian Civil War (1917-1922) 

Conquests of Menelik II Ethiopia (1832- 1898) 
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4,500,000-12,000,000 



Second Congo War (1998-2007) 

Napoleonic Wars (1804-1815) 

China Mao Soviets (1923-1949) 

Thirty Years' War (1618-1648) 

Yellow Turban Rebellion (China, 184-205) 

Korean War (1950-1953) 

Transatlantic Slave Trade (17th to 19th 



3,800,000-5,400,000 
3,500,000-6,000,000 



3,000,000-8,000,000 
3,000,000-7,000,000 
2,500,000-5,040,000 



Vietnam War (1945-1975) 



2,300,000-5,100,000 
2,000,000-4,000,000 
2,000,000 



Post-War Expulsion of G 



Afghan Civil War (1979-ongoing) 
Arab Slave Trade (7th to 19th centi 



: War (1928-1949) 



Soviet Afghan intervention (1979-1989) 
Nigerian Civil War (1967-1970), Biafran 



Second Sudanese Civil V 
Crusades (1095-1272) 



Panthay Rebellion (1856-1873) 



3,000-3,000,000 
0,000-2,000,000 



00,000-2,000,000 
1,400,000-2,000,000 



,000,000-2,000,000 
,000,000-2,000,000 



.000,000-1.200,000 
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e Civil War (1976-1993) 



900,000-1,000,000 



Turkey under Ataturk (1919-2 



Rwandan Civil Wa 

Congo Civil War (1991-1997) 



Great Irish Famine (1845-52) 



750,000-1,500,000 



729,000-1,000,000 



614,000-1,100,000 



600,000-1,300,000 



Qing-Dzungar War (1755-57) 



Thuggee Cult Murders (17th to 19th centuries) 



n Civil War (1975-2002) 



First Sudanese Civil War (1955-1972) 



Darfur conflict (2003-ongoing) 

War of the Spanish Succession (1701-1714) 



400,000 
400,000-700,C 



Second Burundi Civil V 
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h Civil War (1936-1939) 



Great Northern Ward 



American Civil War (1861-1865) 



; Three Kingdoms 



n Civil War (1979-1986) 



n Maya Campaign (1847-55) 



275-000-400,000 



h Revolution (1793-1794) 



lilippine-American War (1898-1913) 
hiopian Civil Wars (1962-1991) 



3,000-1,000,000 



250,000-1,300,000 



Cuban Revolution (1895-98) 



n Civil War (1989-1997) 



Russo-Turkish War (1877-78) 



215,000-285,000 
200,000-2,800,000 



Yugoslavia under Tito (1944-87) 



200,000-572,000 



East Timor (1975-99) 



Sierra Leone Civil War (1991-2002) 

La Violencia (1948-1958) 

Maji-Maji Revolt, German East Afr (1905-07) 
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Haitian Revolution (1791-1804) 
Algerian Civil War (1991 etseq) 
Mindanao Conflict (1969-ongoing) 
Lebanese Civil War (1975-1990) 
Second Liberian Civil War (1999-2003) 



Winter War (1939-1940) 

Ten Years' War Cuba (1868-78) 



Balkan Wars (1912-1: 



e Civil War (1960-1996) 



Great Turkish War (1683-1699) 



Chaco War (1932-1935) 

North Yemen Civil War (1962-1970) 



if East Timor (1975-1978) 



al-Anfal Campaign (1986-89) 
Franco's regime (1939-75) 

Libya-Italian Wars (1911-1931) 
Persian Gulf War (1991) 
Thousand Days War (1899-1901) 
Peasants' War (1524-1525) 



160,000-350,0 00 
160,000-200,000 



148,000-1,000,000 



140,000 

125,000-190,000 



00,000-150,000 
00,000 -1,000,000 
00,000-400,000 
100,000-200,000 



00,000-125,000 



Primal-Indigenous 
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Tyrone's Rebellion/Nine Year's War 



100,000-130,000 



s Rebellion (1796-1805) 



Second Boer War (1898-1902) 



Boudica's uprising (60-61) 
Aceh War (1873-1914) 



Russo-Austro-Turkish V 



First Chechen War (1994-1996) 



60,000-150,000 



Egyptian-Ottoman War (1805-11) 



Angolan War of Independence 
First Burundi Civil War (1972) 



Tajik Civil War (1992-1997) 



15 



BODY COUNT 



Siege of Tabriz (1725) 



Greek Civil War (1945-1949) 



Russo-Turkish War (1806-12) 



Russo-Austro-Turkish V 



Java War (1825-30) 



Ukrainian Pogroms (1919-21) 



Vietnamese Persecution o 



U.S. Invasion of Afghanistan (2001 - 2002) 
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n Massacre of Armenians (1895-96) 
War (1896-97) 



Turko-Syrian Wars (1831-32, 1839-40) 



Turkey/PKK conflict (1984-) 



Sino-Vietnamese V 



l-Austro-Turkish War (1714-18) 



Pugacho» Remit (1773-7 
Six-Day War (1967) 



War of the Quadruple Alliance (1718-20) 



e Civil War (1829-34) 



in War (1838-42) 



Persian massacres of Bahais (' 
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Righteous Army Uprising, Korea (1907-12) 



Paris Commune (1871) 
Sikh Uprising (1982-91) 



■ se War (1894-95) 



ir (1768-1774) 
in War (1846-48) 



ll Civil War (1996-2006) 



a Massacres (1740) 
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a Massacre (1982) 

o-American War (1812-1815) 



f the Janisaries (1826) 



Western Sahara (1975 et seq) 



1ar(20Q6-) 

e Civil War (1845-51) 



Amadu's Jihad (1810-1818) 



Russo-Swedish War (1741-43) 

Tay Son Revolution, Annam(1772-1802) 



Anglo-Sikh Wars (1846-48) 
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KEY FINDINGS AND ANALYSIS 

TABLE 2: 0-2008 CE 



1,344,500 
21,964,000 
34,232,000 



3, 13-1.000 
41,923,000 



2,389,250 
31,943,500 
45,561,000 



Interpreting the results: Our findings show that, using the 
entire data set for the period 0-2008, politically and reli- 
giously motivated violence has cost between 449.38 mil- 
lion and 708.61 million lives. The Christian civilization's 
share of this is the largest with between 119.32 million and 
236.56 million victims (median 177.94 million). In second 
place is the Antitheist civilization which has contributed 
with a median figure of 125.29 million deaths. The Sinic 
civilization is third with 107.92 million deaths (median). 
Fourth is the Buddhist civilization with ca. 87.95 million 
deaths. Fifth is the Primal-Indigenous civilization with 
45.56 million deaths. Sixth is the Islamic civilization with 
31.94 million deaths. Finally, seventh and last, is the Indie 
civilization with just under 2.39 million deaths. 
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DEATH-TOLL DISTRIBUTION | WORLD CIVILIZATIONS 0-2008CE 




TABLE 3 : DETAILED RESULTS 



125,287,500 (21.64%) 2 

87,946,750 (15.19%) 4 

177,941,750 (30.73%)1 



No of Events 

19 (5.92%) 
15 (4.67%) 
166 (51.71%) 



9 (2.80%) 



Interpreting Table 3: The above table shows two sets of 
ranking, one based on frequency (the number of incidents 
in which a given civilization has been involved in violent 
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episodes) and one based on intensity (the number of killed 
in those episodes). In terms of frequency of bellicosity, the 
most prolific civilizations are: (i) Christian, (2) Islamic, 
(3) Antitheist, and (4) Sinic. The Christian civilization 
accounts for over 50% of all incidents, whereas the Muslim 
accounts for over 25%, the Antitheist and Sinic civiliza- 
tions are down to nearly a fifth of the latter at just over 5%. 
In terms of intensity, calculated on the basis of death toll, 
however, the ranking is very different. Here the ranking 
is as follows: (1) Christian, (2) Antitheist, (3) Sinic, and (4) 
Buddhist. In terms of death-toll, the Christian civilization 
accounts for over 30% of all killed, the Antitheist for over 
21%, the Sinic for nearly 19%, and the Buddhist for approxi- 
mately 15%. The Primal-Indigenous category is nearly half 
of that and the Islamic is down at under 6%. The findings 
are illustrated below: 

DEATH-TOLL DISTRIBUTION | WORLD CIVILIZATIONS 0-2008CE 




NTITHEIST 15.19% 



■ ANTITHEIST 

■ CHRISTIAN 



BUDDHIST 

■ INDIC 

■ ISLAMIC 
PRIMAL-INI 

■ SINIC 
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SECTION III 



TABLE 4: CIVILIZATIONS AND 
GENOCIDE IN HISTORY(BY DEATH TOLL) 



Hamidian Massacres 



1975.09 
1937-38 
1914-23 



East Timor Genocide 



Pontic Greek Genocide 
Circassian Genocide 
Don Cossack Genocide 
Burundi Genocide 



Darfur Conflict 
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KEY FINDINGS AND ANALYSIS 
TABLE 5: DETAILED RESULTS 



31 iinn.', i 
1 (333%) 



8,250,000 (16.25%) 
300,000(0.59%) 
33,243,000 (65.50%) 



0,754,500(100%) 



Interpreting Table 5: Genocides are particular instances of 
political violence, driven by hateful aggression and strate- 
gies of willful elimination. Our list of 30 genocides in world 
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history, with a total death toll of 50.75 million, displays some 
remarkable facts: The Christian civilization has been the 
most genocidal civilization, accounting for 14 instances of 
genocides with over 33 million deaths. As the total deaths 
derived from genocides are just over 50 million, the Chris- 
tian share is nearly 2/3 of all genocide deaths. Although 
the Islamic civilization is second in numbers of genocidal 
acts, the Antitheist group as well as the Sink civilization 
has higher death-tolls at respectively 8.25 million and 5.00 
million, whereas the Islamic civilization's genocide death 
toll is under 4 million. The Antitheist and Sink civiliza- 
tions rank, respectively 3 and 4 in terms of acts of genocide, 
whereas the Buddhist and Primal- Indigenous Civilizations 
share the fifth place with a single instance of genocide in 
each civilization (although the Buddhist cost 300,000 lives, 
whereas the death toll in the Primal-Indigenous category 
was the lowest in the genocide category with 1,500 deaths). 
The Indie civilization is not known to have perpetrated any 
genocide after year 0. 



2i 
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CONCLUSIONS 

The present study has, on the basis of empirical examina- 
tion of political violence in the last two millennia, made 
some startling findings. 

1. We have found that the total death toll from acts of 
political violence (war, civil war, democide, and structural 
violence) has been between 449.38 million and 708.61 
million in the years 0-2008. The median figure of nearly 
579.00 million amounts to twice the U.S. population in 
the year 2000. 

2. The distribution of the median death-toll is illustrated 
below, expressed first in absolute figures and next in 
percentage of the total. 

DEATH-TOLL DISTRIBUTION | WORLD CIVILIZATIONS 0-2008CE 
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DEATH-TOLL DISTRIBUTION | WORLD CIVILIZATIONS 0-2008CE 




ANTITHEIST 

■ CHRISTIAN 
BUDDHIST 

■ INDIC 

■ ISLAMIC 
PRIMAL-INDIGENOUS 

■ SINIC 



3. Of these 579.00 million fatalities, 50.75 million aregeno- 
cidal deaths. Their distribution, in turn, is represented 
below: 

4. In comparative terms, we have found the open secret 
of world history to be that the Christian civilization is 
the most bellicose on all counts: It is the civilization 
which is responsible for the highest number of death in 
world history, between ii9.32and 236.56 million (median: 
177.94 million). This is over 30% of global fatalities for 
the period 0-2008 CE. In terms of number of instances 
of political violence, the Christian share is even higher, 
accounting for 166 events out of 321 in total (nearly 52%). 
Thus more than half of all major acts of political violence 
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can be attributed to the Christian civilization. Finally, 
in terms of genocides too the Christian civilization has 
perpetrated nearly half of all genocides (14 out of 30, or 
46.67%). Still, these 14 genocides have had a total death 
toll of 33. 24 million, a whopping 65.50% of all genocide 
deaths. The Christian civilization, therefore, emerges as 
the most violent and genocidal in world history. 

5. Christian apologetics often charge anti-religious ide- 
ologies with perpetrating more violence than religious 
civilizations. Taking a broad view of history, rather than 
a perspective constrained to the Cold War period, our 
study does not confirm this hypothesis. Instead, the 
Antitheist civilization is second in terms of death toll 
contributions, ranging from 96.79 million to 153.79 
million (a mean of 125.29 million, amounting to 21.64% 
of the total death toll across civilizations over the time 
period 0-2008 CE). As these deaths are spread over a 
mere 18 events, it is true that the average death-toll per 
event is higher than in any other civilizational category. 
In terms of genocidal events, the Antitheist category 
is overall second as well, having produced 8.25 million 
deaths, again over relatively few events: namely three. 

6. The Sinic civilization is the third most violent civiliza- 
tion, both in terms of overall death-toll (at 107.92 mil- 
lion, or 18.64% °f total deaths) and in terms of genocidal 
deaths (at 5.00 million or 9.85% of total genocide deaths). 
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With the Communist Revolution in China, the Sinic 
civilization largely merged into the Antitheist civiliza- 
tion, just as Communist Eastern Europe was part of the 
Antitheist civilizational category until it re-joined the 
Christian civilization after the Cold War. Had this not 
been the case, the Sinic civilization could have surpassed 
the Christian as the most belligerent civilization. 

7. It is safe to say that the Islamic civilization has, before 
and after 9/11, been on the receiving end of media 
charges of violence and bigotry. This may be due to the 
large number of events in which the Muslim world has 
been involved: 81 acts of political violence, including 9 of 
genocidal character (in both instances ranking second in 
terms of number of events). However, in terms of death- 
toll the Muslim world's share of death toll is ranked at the 
bottom, with only the Indie civilization as more pacific. 
The Islamic death toll of 31.94 million (mean figure) 
amounts to 5.52% of the total world death-toll, and is 
thus around a sixth of the Christian civilization's share 
and around a quarter of the Antitheist contribution. In 
the genocide category, however, the Islamic death toll is 
somewhat higher at 7.80%. 

8. Contrary to the Islamic civilization, the Buddhist 
civilization has enjoined an exceptional good press in 
the West. Yet, the Buddhist contribution to the world 
death-toll is almost three times the Islamic, at 87.95 
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million (or 15.19% of the total death toll). It should be 
noted that many instances of violence from the Buddhist 
civilization derive from Japanese actions, including the 
sole engagement of genocidal violence with the death 
toll of 300,000. 

9. Finally, the Indie civilization is the most pacific civiliza- 
tion with no instance of genocidal violence (despite the 
Bombay and Gujurat Riots in recent years). It is at the 
bottom of all tables, with only 7 instances of large-scale 
political violence, out of 321, and less than half a per- 
centage of the total death toll (although that remains a 
sizeable 2.39 million). 
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SECTION IV 



TABLE i: THE GROWTH OF RELIGIOUS 
CIVILIZATIONS (IN MILLION) 




BODY COUNT 



TABLE 2: RELIGIOUS CIVILIZATIONS IN 
PROPORTION TO WORLD POPULATION 



19.4% 13.1% 
22.6% 15.5% 



15.7% 20.9% 



13.6% 21.5% 
12.4% 23.3% 



Discussion: The demographic balance between the world 
civilizations has seen several tectonic shifts in the last 
2,000 years. In the period 0-800, ethno-tribal belief sys- 
tems, here known as Primal-Indigenous religions, were 
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the chief socio-religion dispensation among humankind. 
As the Christianization of Europe merged with the 
Islamization of the Middle East and North Africa, the 
Primal-Indigenous dominance was weakened. This gave 
way to the Sinic civilization, which became the numeri- 
cally largest, followed until the turn of the millennium 
closely by the Indie civilization. The Sinic civilization 
remained the dominant until medical advances in Europe 
resulted in decreased child mortality, courtesy of the In- 
dustrial Revolution, and by 1870 Christiandom were the 
largest civilization, a privilege it retains till this day 

However, while all civilizations are increasing in absolute 
terms, as a result of population growth, only Islam is grow- 
ing in relative terms. Future projections anticipate that 
Islam will attain parity with Christianity by 2050, as Islam 
is the only civilization whose growth rate is in excess of 
the generic growth rate of the world population at large. 
Islam has not before reached parity with Christianity, with 
the exception of narrowing the gap considerably around 
the time of the Black Death in Europe (a gap which since 
widened, even with the 30 J iearWarin Europe). 

The most dramatic decline over the two thousand years 
is found in the Primal- Indigenous group, where evange- 
lization and death at the hand of colonialists entirely 
eradicated parochial forms of religiosity. Buddhism, too, 
has seen considerable demographic decline; from having 
been more numerous than Hindus, Buddhists suffered 
from loss of dynastic support in India and the spread of 
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Islam in central Asia. Likewise, the Communist take-over 
of China, sounded the death-knell of Sink civilization 
which quickly deteriorated. Like the Sinic civilization, the 
Buddhist too suffered from the institutional imposition 
of Antitheism, a blow which either is still to recover from, 
even as Antitheism has recently seen a decline with the fall 
of the Soviet block. 
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